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LAP 2


WHICH and THAT:

Introduction:

Which and That are relative pronouns. In a relative subordinate proposition, they can replace a subject or a complement:

Ex: The car  which/that we want to buy is beautiful.> subject function.

Ex: We have a car that is beautiful. > complement function.
       We have a car, which is beautiful. > complement function.
So they seem to have the same grammatical function, consequently it may be difficult to make a good use of these two relative pronouns because of their similarity.

That is why, I am proposing you first to take a look at the precise use of that, next I will explain the precise use of which, and  last I will underline the differences between which and that.

1: The use of THAT:

That is used, in a subordinate proposition, for persons and things, as a subject or a complement. That can replace who, whom and which.
That is generally used:

a) After a superlative, including first and last:
Ex: Paris is the finest city that I have ever seen.

( Paris est la plus belle ville que j’aie jamais vue )

Ex :This is the last letter that he wrote.

( Voilà la dernière lettre qu’il écrivit .)

Ex :This book is the first gift that he opened.

( Ce livre est le premier cadeau qu’il ouvrit ).

b) After all, only, very and usually after no :
Ex: Answer all the questions that I ask you.

( Réponds à toutes les questions que je t’ai posées.)

Ex :I bought the only dictionary that they had.

( J’ai acheté le seul dictionnaire qu’ils avaient.)

c) After a mixed antecedent (persons and things):
Ex: The people, cattle, and carts that went to the market.
( Les gens, le bétail et les charrettes qui allaient au marché).

That is preferable:

d) When the subordinate proposition is complement, necessary for the meaning of the antecedent:
Ex: Bring me the book that is on the table, and no other.
( Apporte-moi le livre qui est sur la table et pas un autre.)

That is impossible :

e) After a preposition . This preposition must be placed at the end of the subordinate proposition:
Ex: All the people that I came across looked cheerful.
( Tous les gens que je rencontrai avaient l’air gai.)

That: the “zero relative”:

f) That can be suppressed orally when the subordinate preposition has a limiting meaning but only if that replaces a complement, never if that replaces a subject: 
Ex: “The best film (that) I’ve seen this month”.

( Le meilleur film que j’ai vu ce mois-ci.)

2:The use of WHICH :

Which can be both a subject relative and a complement relative in a subordinate proposition. Which has a neutral noun for antecedent. Which can be replaced by that. Which has different uses:

a. A preposition can be the antecedent of Which:
Ex: He could swim, which saved his life.

( Il savait nager , ce qui lui sauva la vie.)

Which is subject or complement (for neutral things or animals):

b. After a neutral
 subject antecedent :
Ex: Our house, which we like very much, was built by my grandfather.

( Notre maison, que nous aimons beaucoup, a été construite par mon grand- père.)

c. After a neutral
 complement antecedent :
Ex: We like hiking in these mountains, which we call the Alps.

( Nous aimons randonner dans ces montagnes, qu’on appelle les Alpes.)

d. Which is used after (neutral) persons or things in order to express a choice or a preference:
Ex: She did not know which friend she preferred.

( Elle ne savait pas laquelle de ses amies elle préférait.)

Ex: Which of these books will you buy?

( Lequel de ces livres allez-vous acheter ?)

e. Which can be an adjective that we can translate to French by “lequel, laquelle…”:
Ex: He could not play tennis, which game he loved.

( Il ne pouvait pas jouer au tennis, jeu qu’il adorait / lequel il adorait.)

3 : The differences between WHICH and THAT:

· Which is often replaced by that when the subordinate proposition has a limiting meaning, it means that the antecedent cannot be separated from the proposition by a comma :
Ex: The book that he wrote after the war deals with life in a prison camp.

The book, which he wrote after the war, deals with life in a prison camp.

· A subordinate, which is not preceded by a comma, has a limiting sense after only, all, first, second, …a superlative or the expression “it is”.
In that case, that is preferable.

Ex: I ate the last cake that she cooked. 

(J’ai mangé le dernier gâteau qu’elle avait cuisiné.)

Ex :It is the cake that I ate.

Ex: This is the best cake that I have ever eaten.

· If which is introduced by a preposition, it cannot be replaced by that. 
The only solution is to reject this preposition after the verb and its complements. 

Ex: The picture at which I am looking > The picture that I am looking at .

4: Exercise:

A] Complete with the better relative pronoun ( which, that, Ø,… ):

1.The film … we saw last night was very good.

2.That film, … I had seen before is about a man …is hunted by the police in Belfast.

3.This is the worst winter …we have had for ten years.

4.Mr Thomson, with …I play bridge on Saturdays, is the man … I introduced to you at the party.

5.Bob, … plays the oboe in our orchestra, knows Benjamin Britten.

6.The noise … we had to put up with got on ours nerves.

7.Their front-garden, … is very small, is full of flowers.

8.The man in … car I came is a town-councillor.

9.The only advice … I can give you is to give the attempt.

10.Will the person … car is parked in front of our garage be so kind as to move it?

11.He told us a long story about his dogs, … was very funny.

12.The story …he told us was very funny.

13.He is the laziest fellow … I’ve ever met.

14.The first piece on the programme, … I liked, was an overture by Rossini.

15.The first piece on the programme … I liked was the concerto … they played after the interval.

B] Correction :

1.that or Ø.

2.which…who.

3.that or Ø.

4.whom… Ø.

5.who.

6.that or Ø.

7.which.

8.whose.

9.that or Ø.

10.whose.

11.which.

12.that or Ø.

13.that or Ø.

14.which.

15.that…that or Ø.
� If the antecedent is a feminine or a masculine subject we use who. 


Ex The boy, who is speaking, seems to be very intelligent.


� If the antecedent is a feminine or a masculine complement we use whom.


Ex We are playing with a girl, whom you spoke last week.
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